YOUR
DEGREE
DOESN'T
MATTER.

You've studied long and hard. You’ve kept
up your grades. You’'ve worked many
hours for your degree. Finally you land that
important job interview. You know - the
interview for the dream job that you've

set your sights on since before college?
This job could be the springboard that will
launch your career and set you on a new
life journey.

After the interview, you hear from the
company’s Human Resources department.
You impressed them! They are very
interested in making you a job offer and the
starting salary is much better than you had
hoped.

There’s just one more requirement left
before they can make the formal offer—

a background check.

And there it is—the question that leaves you
with a sickening feeling in the pit of your
stomach—the one that asks if you've ever
been convicted of a misdemeanor or felony.

A lot of students don’t realize how one
moment of bad judgment can jeopardize all
of their hard work and academic success.

Convictions including:

* carrying or manufacturing a false ID,

* misrepresentation of your age to
purchase or attempt to purchase liquor
or malt or brewed beverages,

* driving under the influence,

* disorderly conduct, or

* purchasing and/or furnishing liquor or
malt or brewed beverages to minors,

can mean that a number of occupations—
from real estate broker to funeral director to
chiropractor—will remain beyond your reach.

Many professions that require further licensing
or certification beyond your degree may be
unattainable if you have been convicted of an
alcohol-related offense in Pennsylvania.

Underage Drinking is a summary offense
in Pennsylvania. While a summary offense
will not prevent you from getting a license,
it will show up on a background check. A
prospective employer can still use itas a
reason not to hire you.

If there’s one lesson you take to heart as you
work toward your degree, make it this one: act
with responsibility when it comes to alcohol or
you may find, regardless of your good grades
and hard work, your degree doesn’t matter.

See inside of brochure for a list of professions
that may be denied to you for alcohol-related
misdemeanors or felonies.

Section 9124 of the PA Crimes Code directs state-licensing agencies
to consider convictions, but the convictions alone shall not preclude
theissuance of alicense, certificate, registration, or permit. Section
9125 of the PA Crimes Code allows potential employers to use
criminal history record information in the hiring process. Felony
and misdemeanor convictions may be considered only to the extent
to which they relate to the applicant’s suitability for employment in
the position for which he has applied.

Although certification orlicensureisnotnecessary formanyvolunteer
positions, some of them require background checks. Examples
include: camp counselor, student teacher, Little League coach, YM/
WCA volunteer, community coach (soccer, baseball, cheerleading),
4-H Youth Development Educator, Sunday School teacher, nursing
home volunteer. (4)

The Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board’s
Bureau of Alcohol Education offers a
variety of alcohol education materials

free of charge.

For more information, please contact us:

Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board
Bureau of Alcohol Education

Northwest Office Building
Harrisburg, PA 17124-0001

www.Icb.state.pa.us

Or call our toll-free line:
1 (800) 453-PLCB (7522)

Hearing Impaired:
TDD/TTY(717) 772-3725

pennsylvania

LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD
ALCOHOL EDUCATION

This information is not intended to be legal advice, but merely
conveys information pertinent to alcohol-related offenses. For
more information or further clarification, please contact your
local District Attorney’s Office or a private attorney.
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